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Honoring Our Children Project
Bad River

Mary Jo Wolf - Outreach Worker
Andrea Manzer— MCH Nurse
Linda Lemieux - On-Site Coordinator
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- Adoléscent Lifeskills Coordinator

March 5, 2010

I am writing a letter of support on behalf of the Bad River
Honor Our Children project. I am a mother five wonderful children.
Which I have 4 boys and a baby girl. I have been involved in this
program for more than 10 years. This project is such a great program
to our community. I have received great support as well as
information from the staff for myself and family. The staff is very
willing, and able to reach out to families in our community in a very
professional and friendly way. I would like to thank the Honor Our
Children for such kind heart they have given to me and my family. ©

Sincerely .
s

oz fa.

Nathan Tutor
Garrett Nelis
Tristan Nelis
Wryatt Nelis
Mariah Nelis

Mareh 2, 2010
To: Honor Our Children

1 am very impressed with this program. I work in the same department and have been vey
honored to collaborate with several events. Baby/Tot Olympics, Welcome Baby
Ceremony and Healthy Relationships. Recently my daughter enrolled in the program. She
is in residential school so [ have participated as support grandmother. I receive the
monthly calendar and am always impressed with the wonderful programming offered.
Our community is very blessed with the dedicated staff. I personally have seen each of
them reach out and go beyond the scope of their job description. This is a great program
and highly appreciated. Thank-you for offering it to our community!

Bad River Healthy Lifestyles
PO Box 250

Odanah, WI 54861
715-682-7137 x 1439

lifeskillsfbadrive




The HOC Program has been really great for us to be involved in these past few years.
There have been a lot of fun activities and educational workshops that we have been
attended but our favorite ones would have {0 be the Baby Olympics, regalia making class,
and the relationship class that we attended this past summer. We love how the program
keeps you involved with its activities and of course the Nest Closet. Being in HOC has
helped us create a lot of great memories throughout the past few years and we are truly
thankful for all that you have done for us.

Thank you,
Sophie, Josh Sr., and Josh Ir.

March 8, 2009

To Whom It May Concemn:

It is my pleasure and privileged to write this letter to support the Bad River Honoring Our Children
Project located in Odanah, WI.

T would like to express the great impact this program has had on my family in the last four years that
my family had been in this area,

1 am a mother of five children ages 7,6,3,2, and 1. The last four years have been a very tying time
on our family; we were located to this area after ] was in a devastating vehicle accident with my third
child. Shortly after my recovery the mother of our family who helped her son, my other half, care for
our children when we needed her most, had passed from terminal cancer. My family was very much
displaced and having a very hard time.

The Bad River Honoring our Children Project has made quite an impact on our family's road to being
selfl sufficient with the support of our health needs of our family. Our health has always been an issue
since our fist child was born pre-mature at 30 weeks, we then had our second child ten months later,
our third was under weight and was involved in a motor vehicle aecident, and our forth and fifih child
were bomn 11 months apart and in homelessness. Very trnying times for our family of seven. Without
a home, vehicle and work, the health of our children had peaked well above what we could provide
for our five children. This strugale had been very trying and honestly we felt hopeless.

The Honoring Our Children Project has given my family support to the highest capacities regarding
the well being of our children and lively hoed of our family, The activities and programs offered have
definitely brought our family closer, aware and happy. The support that this program has given to my
family has been above and beyond expectations and 1 truly am grateful of given the chance to
participate. The program had made the many obsiacles in our life dissolve. The staff at the Bad
River Honoring our Children Project has always proved outstanding SUPPORT and DEDICATION to
our family. | do look forward 1o every opportunity to spend with the Bad River Honoring Our
Children Project and will continue to give my family support and participation!

Thank you for your ime.

Smcer&ly,

[ - —
"Robyn Gal

77799 Firebreak Road
Saxon, WI 54559
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E - Honoring Our Children Project
E Forest County

Potawatomi

~ Jodie Harris - MCH Nurse
Missy Flanery - On-Site Coordinator
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Honoring Our Children Project
Lac Courte Orelilles

Amanda Schlafke, Outreach Worker
Tiffiny Leach, Onsite Coordinator

My name is Angie Wolfe. | am a member of the Lac Courte
Oreilles Tribe. | am 31 years old and have a beautiful little girl
who will be turning one next month. She is my only child and
without the help of HOC, | don’t know how | would’ve gotten
through this first year.

My life before becoming pregnant had been a struggle.
For ten years | endured the pain and hardship of addiction. After completing treatment at
five different facilities | finally found a way out. | actually became pregnant in my final stay
at treatment and when | returned home | found that | was in need of much support as a
new person in recovery and as a new mother.

| had numerous struggles throughout my pregnancy and complications during the
delivery. After 48 hours of back labor | finally had a cesarean section. | was in a lot of pain
for the following month and HOC made several visits to my home and helped educate me
on how to breastfeed and calm my baby during this difficult time. They also provided me
with my baby’s first car seat and educated me and helped me install it properly in my car.

The staff supports me and makes me feel so comfortable. | attend regular meetings
to keep me on track with my recovery and HOC rewards me of this by providing me points
through their Nest program which allows me to purchase diapers with the points | earn. It's
a great feeling to know that HOC is there to support me in my recovery because | can’t be a
good mother to my child if | don’t take care of myself first.

| have been drug free for two years now and am currently working within a program
that helps Native Americans with disabilities, such as alcohol & drug dependence. None of
this would have been possible without the support and guidance of HOC. Thank you HOC
for your support and everything you do for me!

] 12






Qamily Portr;,"t,‘,~

Honoring Our Children Project at LCO now has a
digital camera and is able to provide innovative ways
to increase involvement by families in our program.
The month before Mother’s Day and Christmas we
take family portraits in our office at the clinic. We
offer different backgrounds, different holiday props
and seating choices. We can take pictures of the fam-
ily together, then of each child separately, and so on.
Our portraits often look better than department store
portraits! We print 5 sheets of pictures per family,
from 8 by 10 to wallet sizes. All is free to families,
and well worth the minimal cost to get clients in to
our office, make a personal connection with them
and their kids, and get them to return to pick up the
pictures. Families who attend for pictures are far
more likely to:

e do paperwork and assessments when we ask

e refer other clients (friends and family as soon
as they are pregnant)

e trust us to come back to the office for refer-
rals, when they have questions or needs

This activity is a cost and time effective way to pro-
mote Honoring Our Children in the LCO Commu-
nity, by offering an incentive that families really
love. We will often go on home visits to their home
and family and friends’ homes to find our pictures




NEST incentives program for Native Families in Honoring Our Children Project

The Honoring Our Children Project of LCO is proud of our “NEST” incentives store
for all of our families!!!

It is the HOC mission to promote strong and healthy Native American families in the com-
munity. One way we can do this is by offering rewards and incentives for participating in ac-
tivities which are healthy for you, your family and your community. When you participate in
these activities, you will receive points according to the kind of activity, then these points will
be converted into dollars and you will be able to go shopping in our “NEST Store”. Our store is
stocked full of items which families use everyday, plus many items that are just fun or nice to
have.

Some examples of the items we have are:
Diapers, wipes and breastfeeding supplies
Seasonal items such as Winter hats, swimming safety items,
Instant cameras, batteries, picture frames and photo albums
Household supplies like paper towels, shampoos, laundry soap
Lots of toys for kids of all ages

e Many safety items such as gates, outlet plugs, cribs, high chairs and car seats
and much, much more....
We may also supply items which families suggest or would like to earn points to buy!

Families and expecting parents are given a copy of our point list which explains the ac-
tivities which we reward points for, and also a point sign-up sheet. Parents are encouraged to
keep this sheet with them always, like in a diaper bag, purse or in your car. When parents attend
events which they can claim points for, they can bring their point sheet with and have it filled
out and signed by the person supervising the group or appointment. When parents wish to trade
in points, they can call us and schedule a time to meet, or stop by during office hours to shop!

Some of the activities which points are given for include: enrolling in our program, attending
prenatal, post-partum and Well Child Doctor Visits, WIC certifications, breastfeeding, car seat
assessments, attending community parents/family events, educational classes such as childbirth,
budgeting, parenting and many more healthy activities.

Our NEST incentives program has proven to be one of our biggest draws to our program,
both in engaging and enrolling families but also in retaining families over time. It has also been
in important part of engaging non-traditional caregivers like grandparents, single fathers and
foster/adoptive parents! We also get lots of positive feedback from our families about how much
our NEST helps them




Honoring Our Children
Project

Lac du Flambeau

Cari Singer - Onsite Coordinator
Jamie Armstrong - Outreach Worker
Katie Citta— MCH Nurse

‘Red Ciit ]

Our annual baby shower celebrates the all the babies that
were born the previous year. We had games, prizes, and a
lunch catered in. We also had our usual health education
topic, which was “Home Safety” for this particular event.

Clients were given information, as well as some home
safety cabinet locks, and outlet covers.
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Honoring Our Children Project

Red CIiff

Rose Gordon - Outreach Worker
Debra EImore-Nesheim - Onsite Coordinator/MCH Nurse
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Honoring Our Children Project
Sokaogon

Cheryl Marvin, Onsite Coordinator
(Not Pictured: Linda Kortbein, MCH Nurse)

Red Gliff 3% 7
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Honoring Our Children
Project

St.Croix

Velma Broome- Outreach Worker
Kathy Dittmar - On-Site Coordinator
Linda Benton - MCH Nurse

Ch

.

Tristen Oustigoff and I, Marisa Churchill,
are proud parents of a beautiful nine
month old daughter, Kierse Raelene. We are ex-
tremely grateful to the Honoring Our Children [HOC]
Program provided by the St. Croix Tribe of Chippewa
Indians. We have benefited from this Program in so
many ways from prenatal care to child proofing our
home. We love HOC because there many learning
opportunities that we can share with our daughter.
As first time parents, it’s nice to know we have that
extra added support! A huge thank you to the Honor-
ing Our Children Program, to their wonderful staff:
Kathy, Velma and Linda, and for being there with us

every step of the way!
21



Letters of

Date: October 14, 2009
To: Honoring Our Children

From: Teana Merrill

UPPOHE

I am typing this letter to express the way this program has
helped me. I believe that this program is one of the most useful
programs I have come across with helping with the kids and
their parents. The activities that they have held for the
communities were great. It gave me time to spend with my
children and my spouse which I barley ever get to do. We have
really got to know our kids through the help of this program

not to mention each other.

The H.O.C. workers are just the greatest in being able to
talk to and listening. I have had a few heart to hearts with
them. They and this program have helped me tremendously. I

Can’t really express fully how much this program and the
people from H.O.C. have helped. I just know that I don’t know
what I would have done without the program and its help.

Thank you,

C;’::z:’\j TU, ([/

I just want to statg that | have been working with Rathy ®itmar and
the HOC Program for at Igast 6 ygars maygbg gven longer. My son is
6 years old now and was diagnosed with fdutism about 3 years ago.
Ong of the nurses actually helped me with getting in contact with
the school system when my son was 2 years old and his
development stages werg not with the other childregn. Through the
gears Rathy has provided me with information for dutism and
training information for my wholg family to attend. fdithough | have
not been ablg to attend the trainings, Kathy has kept my family and
I well informed. I am a sgrvieg provider with the tribe and still work
with Kathy on a daily basis as thg program has provided us with a
lot of important information. | want other familigs to bg ablg to usg
the HOC services that arg provided as they arg very regsouregful.

Crystal Peterson

22
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Honoring Our Children
Project

Stockbridge-Munsee

Lynne Miller— Outreach Worker
Amanda Murray - MCH Nurse







Great Lakes
Inter-Tribal Council, Inc.

2932 Hwy. 47 North,
P.O.Box 9
Lac du Flambeau, W1 54538

1-800-472-7207

LS. Department of Health and Human Services

Health Resources and Services Adminislrulmi
Matemnal and Child Health Bureau L
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