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Our Mission
To enhance the quality  
of life for all Native people

Motion  
2012-09-03

On a motion made by Craig 
Corn (Menominee Indian 
Tribe of Wisconsin) and 
seconded by Ed Delgado 
(Oneida Nation):

     Approve the 
amended motion. 
Make prescription  
drug abuse our number 
one priority and 
provide funding for a 
treatment program to 
address prescription  
drug abuse.

From GLITC Leadership
Resiliency — one way to define it is the Adolescent Recovery 
and Wellness Center. This project, 12 years in the making, is 
becoming a reality. 

The idea of a centrally located youth treatment center first 
emerged in fall 2009, a result of the tribal leaders' consultation 
meeting with the Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
(DHS). A work group of tribal representatives, DHS staff, and 
Wisconsin Department of Children and Families staff was 
formed to explore the feasibility of developing a residential 
treatment center for Native American youth.

Three years later, as prescription drug abuse was ravaging 
reservations nationwide, our tribal leaders took their concern 
for substance abuse and mental health awareness a step 
further. At the September 2012 GLITC Board of Directors 
Meeting, then-Chairman Craig Corn (Menominee Indian 
Tribe of Wisconsin) made the following motion that passed 
unanimously: “Make prescription drug abuse our number 
one priority and provide funding for a treatment program  
to address prescription drug abuse.”  

Since then, tribal leaders’ focus on this issue has never 
wavered. The COVID-19 pandemic and aftermath — mental 
health effects of isolation and an increase in drug use — have 
only heightened the need for this facility.

Our vision for the Adolescent Recovery and Wellness  
Center — Culture Is Prevention — will be woven into the 
center’s design and life-enhancing programming. This vision 
for treatment through culturally centric programs, tradition, 
history, healing, and the power of nature and the elements is 
finally becoming a reality because of the resiliency of tribal 
leaders and the need to care for their people. 

Therese Safford, Deputy Administrator/Compliance Officer
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tJ. Neil Henderson, Ph.D., 
Emeritus Professor at the 
University of Minnesota, 
presents at a Savvy 
Caregiver in Indian 
Country (SCIC) training.

Together Strong: Building Dementia 
Capable Tribal Communities

GLITC’s Together Strong: Building Tribal Dementia Capable Communities 
is a new program that started in response to the rising concern about 
Alzheimer’s disease and dementia within our tribal communities, as well 
as the lack of culturally relevant materials and resources to address it. 

Many think experiencing memory loss, having increased difficulty 
performing familiar tasks, or repeating phrases or stories in the same 
conversation are all part of normal aging. But this isn’t the case. These 
issues are some warning signs associated with Alzheimer’s or dementia. 

GLITC will partner with Tribal Dementia Care Specialists to develop and 
implement the Together Strong model in six tribes: Lac Courte Oreilles, 
Lac du Flambeau, Menominee, Oneida Nation, Sokaogon, and St. Croix. 
There is the intention to expand to the remaining Wisconsin tribes. 

For more information, contact Amber Hoon, GLITC Tribal Dementia 
Program Director, at 715-890-0333 or ahoon@glitc.org.

Program objectives over the three-year project:
• Introduce and implement the evidence-based Savvy Caregiver  

in Indian Country (SCIC) training program to caregivers
• Adapt the existing Wisconsin Dementia Care Specialist (DCS) 

program for cultural relevance for use within tribal communities
• Create a sustainable model for dementia awareness and capable 

tribal communities

Anticipated key outcomes include: 

Aging and
Disability
Highlight

• Increased caregiver and tribal agency  
knowledge of Alzheimer’s and dementia

• Improved quality of life for people with 
Alzheimer’s or dementia

• Reduced caregiver burden 
• Improved/increased dementia-capability  

in participating tribal communities 
• Creation of sustainability plan 

Products will consist of: 
• Culturally appropriate Alzheimer’s 

and dementia focused outreach and 
educational materials

• Caregiver and tribal staff training 
• Dementia capable community 

scorecard
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Supplemental Nutrition  
Assistance Program (SNAP-Ed) 

Family Health 
Highlight

Family Foundations  
Home Visiting

w In August 2021, staff members 
offered the Waaswaagoning 
Nindoodem Diaper Drive-Thru 
for Lac du Flambeau families. 
 
At this event, we provided 
education on COVID-19 
safety, diapers, wipes, and 
baby items for the community. 

Waaswaagoning Nindoodem Diaper Drive-Thru
Family Foundations Home Visiting holds events based on the needs of the service population  
in each community. 

The mission of Family Foundations Home Visiting is 
to protect children through parent education and to 
enhance the quality of life for all Native families in the 
tribal communities in Wisconsin through evidence-based 
home visiting. We promote child well-being and prevent 
the abuse and neglect of children within the communities 
we serve through family-focused and empathic support 
provided in the home.

Due to COVID-19, a majority of home visits, trainings, and 
events have become drive-thru or virtual. Programs have 
met the challenge of working remotely with stride and show 
the resilience of our staff and families. Family Foundations 
Home Visiting serves Bad River, Burnett County, Lac du 
Flambeau, Sokaogon, and St. Croix communities.

Accreditation

We have been working on the 
accreditation through Healthy 
Families America (HFA) for each 
program that implements the 
HFA model to fidelity. Bad River, 
Burnett County, and St. Croix 
have completed their second 
round of accreditation in 2022. 
Lac du Flambeau is working on 
their first accreditation in 2022 
and Sokaogon their second. 
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Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council
Programs and Grants

Epidemiology
Coronavirus Preparedness and Response (CPAR)

Good Health and Wellness in Indian Country (GHWIC)
IHS Epidemiology Program Cooperative

Increasing Vaccine Coverage in AI/AN Adults (iVAC)
Lead Testing in Drinking Water

Tribal EPI Center Public Health Infrastructure (TECPHI)
Tribal Public Health Capacity Building (UMB)
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Family Health
Cooperative American Indian Health

Family Foundations Home Visiting (FFHV)
Lincoln Hills Program

Native Breastfeeding Coalition of Wisconsin
Project WISE (Wisconsin Initiative for Student 

Empowerment)
Rural Infant Health

Sexual Risk Avoidance Education
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP-Ed) 

Tribal Personal Responsibility Education Program (PREP)
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)

Vocational Rehabilitation
American Indian Vocational Rehabilitation (AIVR)

American Indians With Disabilities (AIWD)

Aging and Disability
Aging and Disability Resource Specialist (ADRS)
Dementia Care Specialist (DCS)
Disability Benefit Specialist (DBS)
Elder Benefit Specialist (EBS)
Medicaid Improvements for Patients and Providers
Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP)
State Health Insurance Information Program
State Pharmaceutical Assistance (SPA)
Together Strong Dementia
Tribal Technical Assistance Center (TTAC)
Vaccination Hesitancy Outreach (VHO)

Economic Development
CARES Act Tourism Recovery
Economic Development
Native American Tourism of Wisconsin (NATOW)
Small Business Technical Assistance Program  
(American Indian Economic Development Grant) 

Education, Health, and Research
Collaborative Cancer Work Groups
Great Lakes Native American Research Center for Health 
(Great Lakes NARCH)
Wisconsin Native American Tobacco Network (WNATN)

Elders
Community Empowerment
Foster Grandparent Program (FGP)
Senior Companion Program (SCP)
VISTA AmeriCorps Initiative

Our Heartfelt Gratitude
GLITC extends a special note of thanks  

to acknowledge all the federal, state, and  
private funders, donors, and foundations  
that support our programs and mission.
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