
Health or Behavioral Health Incident
on Tribal Lands That Exceeds Daily Operations

Purpose Statement

Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Epidemiology Center,
a program of Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council, Inc.

This document functions as a checklist.
It includes relevant steps and contacts across 
Tribal, federal, and state partners who may be 
involved in a health incident on Tribal lands that 
exceeds daily operations. 

As sovereign nations, Tribes have authority over 
their lands and people. However, federal partners 
have a legal obligation to support Tribes during 
such events and may provide leadership in 
response efforts, at the request of the Tribe.

Health or behavioral health incident occurs
(on Tribal lands and exceeds daily operations).

Notify Tribal Health and
Human Services (HHS).

Notify Midwest Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Regional Office for both BIA and 
Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) response and resources for the Midwest Tribes
and Tribal schools that they oversee.

IHS and BIA coordinate with TERC for resources and additional staffing.

The health or behavioral health incident on Tribal land stabilizes or is mitigated.

If the TERC determines that additional resources are needed, the TERC calls the
Bemidji Area Indian Health Service (IHS) Office at 218-444-0452. The Bemidji Area
Office will coordinate with the state health department (SHD) and Great Lakes
Inter-Tribal Epidemiology Center (GLITEC), with IHS being the lead agency.

Notify Public
Health.

Notify Behavioral
Health.

Notify Tribal Emergency
Management.

IHS, BIA, and BIE demobilize resources with support from SHD and GLITEC.

Partially or fully activate the Tribal Emergency Response Committee (TERC).
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